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(MOUNT VERNON, Ala.) - Searcy hospital in Mount Vernon closed its doors
Wednesday.

The closure has been planned since April. State officials are working with
the more than 300 employees there to help them find other jobs.
All the patients have already been transferred to other state or
community-based mental health facilities in Alabama.

Many residents believe Searcy's closing will have a huge economic impact
on the community.

Mount Vernon's population is only about 1600. So when you remove 300
employees from such a small community, it's tough on local pharmacies,
barber shops and restaurants.
Searcy Hospital also holds a special place in community member's hearts.
After all, it's been around for more than a century.

"This is like a second family," said former employee Barbara Files. After 27 years at Searcy Hospital, it's hard to say goodbye.

"I'm sad. I'm sad it's closing. I'm sad for the employees having to find other jobs and the ones having to move to Tuscaloosa to keep their
jobs," said Files.

She's also concerned for the patients she loves and cares for.

"There are a lot of them that went to Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa. Others went to local group homes but we know some there are just not
group home material," said Files.

The mental health facility has been a part of the Mount Vernon community since 1902.

"We're heartbroken about the hospital closing because we're going to lose business. And it's going to affect the town," said Glenda
Witherspoon, owner of Bar-B-Quin With My Honey.

Her quaint restaurant sits just around the corner from Searcy.

"I would say maybe 20% of business comes from the hospital. We're going to feel it," said Witherspoon. "We are praying that another big
business comes in at some point and boosts the economy a little more." 

There are now only two Alabama Department of Mental Health hospitals remaining.  One in Tuscaloosa and one in Decatur.
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