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Searcy Hospital To Close Its Doors 
By Jessica Taloney  

 

Hundreds of jobs will soon disappear as four mental health hospitals shut their doors. 

Searcy Hospital in North Mobile County is scheduled to close September 30 along with three other 
mental health hospitals in the state. 

The Mount Vernon facility’s 390 employees will lose their jobs, though the spokesperson for the 
Alabama Department of Mental Health says some of those employees will be offered positions at 
community treatment centers where most of the patients will be transferred. 

Searcy currently houses 250 patients.  The majority of those patients will be transferred to local mental 
health centers, crisis care centers and hospital psychiatric units.  

Patients who are committed to the mental health hospital through criminal courts will not be released 
from state custody.  Instead, they will be transferred to what will be the only remaining state facility, 
which is in Tuscaloosa. 
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The move is part of the Department of Mental Health's effort to cut 25% of their budget.  Officials insist 
it also follows a national trend of eliminating state institutions in favor of community programs. 
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