
Advertisement

Updated: Thursday, 15 Nov 2012, 10:03 AM CST
Published : Wednesday, 14 Nov 2012, 12:49 PM CST

Candace Murphy

MOUNT VERNON, Ala. (WALA) - If you ask about Searcy State
Hospital in Mount Vernon, you may get a good history lesson. But
instead of looking in the past, locals are now focused on the future
and what will happen to the town now that the hospital has closed.

“It’s very sentimental to us. It’s the livelihood of most all the people
who live in a radius of about 100 miles. People came form Clarke
County, Washington County, Baldwin County and some in
Mississippi came here to work,” said former Searcy employee Judy Lewis.

Lewis spent 26 years of her life working at the hospital as a dental hygienist. She said when she began working there,
the hospital cared for about 3,800 patients. Just before the hospital closed in October, however, it employed about 300
people and cared for 250 patients.

“It’s just been part of our lives for over 100 years, so we hate to see it go,” said Lewis.

The closing of the hospital isn’t just affecting the town emotionally - it’s taking a financial toll on some of the businesses.

Employees at Mt. Vernon Hardware said just before Searcy Hospital closed, they began seeing a decrease in their
profits. Now that the hospital has shut down, their business has changed drastically.

“They would come in and buy our galvanized fittings and all out plumbing down here on the wall here. Sometimes paint,”
said employee Tammy Knapp. “Most everyday you saw somebody from Searcy. Now you don’t see hardly anybody;
maybe one a week, one every two weeks, something like that.”

Employees said those who once worked at Searcy don't have the extra money to buy necessities at the hardware store.
They also said Searcy used their products to help keep the building maintained - now there is not as much of a need for
their tools.

The closure of the hospital is the continuation of a nationwide trend of moving consumers from institutions to
community-based care where they can be treated in the least restrictive setting and experience a life in their
communities.

However, the Alabama Department of Mental Health said community based care is not for all patients. Therefore, some
individuals will continue to receive services in other state hospitals.
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