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Officials: Ala. officers receive
4 hours of mental health
training

Posted: Mar 19, 2015 5:48 PM CST
Updated: Mar 19, 2015 5:48 PM CST

By Sarah Navoy ~ CONNECT

HUNTSVILLE, AL (WAFF) - Alabama only requires four hours of mental health training for
police officers.

Many agencies in across the county require far more, some up to 40 hours a year.

In 45 other states, at least one agency follows what is called Crisis Intervention Training,
also called CIT . It is @ 40-hour curriculum program that helps officers better understand
the mentally ill.

This map shows Alabama and the other 4 states without it. The other states include,
Delaware, West Virginia, Arkansas and Rhode Island.

A statement from Lieutenant Darryl Lawson confirms the amount of time Alabama
officers are required to spend on mental health training.

“All Police Officers in the State of Alabama receive a minimum of 4 hours of training in
dealing with people who have mental health issues as mandated by the Alabama Peace
Officers Standards and Training Commission. The Huntsville Police Department's training
is conducted by Madison County Health Department Officials. The primary objective of
the Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training Commission is to train officers to
recognize people who may be suffering from a mental disorder and get the person the
help they need.”

Copyright 2015 WAFF. All rights reserved.

RECOMMENDED Promoted Links by Tabooa

The 10 Most Shameful NFL Scandals of All Time
All My Faves

Man's death highlights crisis training with officers
10 Child Stars Who Grew Up Way Too Fast

Answers

David Ernst Video Forecast

WE RECOMMEND PROMOTED STORIES

1of2 3/20/2015 3:53 PM



2 of 2

Son of Alabama chief justice
speaks out on Facebook after

drug arrest

Netanyahu victory leaves damage

11 Things You Should Never Do
Again After 50 (AARP)

After Filing Your FAFSA, Do These

5 Things (U.S. Department of

in wake

Little girl asks "do you hear that

Education)

Man arrested in deaths of TV

bass" in viral video

Police: Marijuana and firearms
found in Harvest drug raid

Five children found living in home
with dead body, deputies say

cooking show finalist, husband
MSN

5 cities where crime is soaring --
and 5 where it's falling (MSN)

All Hope, No Change: The
Complicated Life And Times Of
Hope Solo (espnW)

Recommended by

Can't Find Something? SEARCH FOR IT HERE -

. FCC Public File
;::m‘a;nh Memorial voubre@waff.com
Huntsville, AL 35801 (256) 564-5665
(256) 533-4848 X4 Xeport

Closed Captioning

NEWS WEATHER SPORTS VIDEO TV COMMUNITY DEALS ABOUT US

ALABAMA'S NEWS SOURCE

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2015 WorldNow and WAFF. All Rights Reserved. For more

information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

3/20/2015 3:53 PM



