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Mental health service providers facing sharp cuts 
By Lisa Singleton-Rickman 

Mental health service providers were warned last week to prepare for a 25 percent cut to their budgets.

The news wasn't unexpected. Alabama's mental health commissioner, Zelia Baugh, said as much in a 
management steering committee meeting Wednesday.

Murray Townsend, state president of The Arc of Alabama, which oversees the Hope Haven Training Center for 
individuals with intellectual disabilities, said the cuts would begin in October for the fiscal year 2013 budget. Add 
to that the possibility of proration at 10 percent on this year's budget, and the picture is bleak, Townsend said.

"The service providers are already operating on 70 cents on the dollar now, and to be told more cuts are likely 
coming, I don't know what we'll do," said Townsend, who also is president of the local Arc organization.

For Arc of the Shoals, the 25 percent cut would mean $750,000 of an already meager $3 million budget.

Other local providers, such as Riverbend Center for Mental Health and Scope 310, also would be affected.

John Ziegler, public information officer for the Department of Mental Health, said his department is expected to 
submit a budget analysis to the Legislative Budget Office as if there was a 25 percent cut. It's not easy to do, he 
said.

"We've taken cuts the last few years and have been able to reduce our costs, but 25 percent is a lot no matter 
how you look at it," he said. "We say we've cut to the bone but now we're down to the marrow."

Ziegler said the danger of being forced to make such significant cuts is undoing the work that's been done 
statewide to adequately serve the population in need of mental health assistance.

"We're looking at a train wreck of expanded costs if we have to reduce our programs that have been so carefully 
constructed over the years," he said.

Townsend said he's expecting more definitive numbers after a meeting this week about the state's mental health 
budget.

"We just have to wait and hope there's a way not to make such deep cuts," he said. "I don't see how the 
governor and Legislature can say they're not going to raise taxes when there's a $400 million shortfall in the 
general fund. I understand the mess we're in as a state, but I also know that the waiting list of 2,900 Alabamians 
in need of mental health services is growing.

"This is our most fragile population, and they can't get the help they need with these kinds of cuts. It just can't 
happen."

 
E-mail this 

 
Print this 

Comments 

 
2012 Miss UNA 
Pageant 

 
UNA vs UAH 
Basketball 

 
Decatur at 
Florence Boys 
Basketball 

 
Florence High 
School Names 
Head Football 
Coach 

 
Belgreen at 
Colbert 
Heights Boys 

 
UNA Men 
Basketball 

Events Calendar

Monday, Jan 30, 2012 see all events

MON
30

TUE
31

WED
1

THU
2

FRI
3

SAT
4

SUN
5

 

PHOTO GALLERIES 
MOST RECENT |  MOST VIEWED 

 

Art of the State
Tennessee Valley Museum of Art
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Other Editions: TNValleyHomeFinder.com |  TNValleyJobFinder.com |  TNValleyStuff.com 

34° Sunny Florence, Ala. | Monday, January 30, 2012 Search our stories Article Search  Advanced search

Page 1 of 3Mental health service providers facing sharp cuts - TimesDaily.com

1/30/2012http://www.timesdaily.com/stories/Mental-health-service-providers-facing-sharp-cuts,1869...



more events... submit an event
MOST READ 

MOST RECENT Woman headed to 
prison for bank 

robbery spree 1/25/2012 

Former Prattville coach hired as Florence head football 
coach 1/27/2012 

Man arrested after women accuse him of sexually abusing 
them when they were girls 1/26/2012 

Commission worried about planned retail store's traffic 
1/25/2012 

TVA retiree fears reservation sale will wipe out its history 
1/26/2012 

Former Colbert sheriff Aldridge dies 1/27/2012 

Law & Order 1/27/2012 

Lawyers: Prosecution of Alabama fan mind-boggling 
1/27/2012 

Chaos on second floor 1/27/2012 

School staff airs grievances 1/26/2012 

 

NEWS

Local

State

Nation

World

Crime

Politics

Education

Business

Columnists

MULTIMEDIA

Photos

Video

Forums

SPORTS

High School

College

Pro

Outdoors

ENTERTAINMENT

Art & Theatre

TV

LIFE

Celebrations

Health

Religion

Travel

CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale / Wanted

Legals

Rentals

For Sale By Owner 
Real Estate

TNValleyHomeFinder.com

For Sale by Owner 
Autos

TNValleyWheels.com

Place a classified ad

Yellow Pages

RECENT TOPICS ON TNVALLEYTALKS.COM
 

Bingo Trial Defendant Found Dead
 
9 hours ago

An Average Of "1,398,615" Unborn American Babies 
Are Killed By Abortion -- Each Year!
 
17 hours ago

The Co a r s e n i n g of Society, Courtesy of 
Hannah Montana!
 
18 hours ago

Occupy Oakland at it Again.
 
20 hours ago

Romney to win in FLorida by 13%
 
21 hours ago

Another NPR story from today
 
22 hours ago

On Science and Religion
 
22 hours ago

Sheffield River Heritage Trail
 
1 day ago

Epicenter of Atheism
 
1 day ago

ANGRY OUTSIDER IS COMING FOR YOU
 
2 days ago

See All

 

Page 2 of 3Mental health service providers facing sharp cuts - TimesDaily.com

1/30/2012http://www.timesdaily.com/stories/Mental-health-service-providers-facing-sharp-cuts,1869...



 

 

POLL 
VIEW ALL POLLS 

Where do you develop most of your 
friendships? 

 Work 

 Church 

 School 

 Online 

 Neighborhood 
 View results 

ABOUT US CONTACT US TERMS OF SERVICE PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
Copyright © 2012 

TimesDaily.com, All rights reserved. Restricted use only.       Powered By: Creative Circle Advertising Solutions, Inc. 

Page 3 of 3Mental health service providers facing sharp cuts - TimesDaily.com

1/30/2012http://www.timesdaily.com/stories/Mental-health-service-providers-facing-sharp-cuts,1869...


