
Eastpointe, a psychiatric hospital for adults planned in Daphne, is 
expected to open by the end of May. (Press-Register/Bill Starling)
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MOBILE, Alabama -- EastPointe, a new 

psychiatric hospital, is on schedule to open 

in Daphne by late May and will eventually 

employ about 225, according to AltaPointe 

Health System CEO Tuerk Schlesinger.

The location, off Roper Lane, has seen 

$3.2 million in renovations since AltaPointe 

purchased it in 2008 for $4.4 million, he 

said. Initial plans call for accommodating 

up to 66 adults in wings that separate 

various patient populations. 

He described the new hospital as state-of-

the-art. 

“We wanted to completely erase stereotypes as far as psychiatric hospitals are concerned,” Schlesinger said. 

“We feel like it is as nice or nicer than most.” 

Patients admitted to EastPointe will have exhibited life-threatening, destructive or disabling behaviors 

requiring 24-hour monitoring and assessment. 

“Once in our care,” Schlesinger said, “we will evaluate patients and work to stabilize their psychiatric 

symptoms with the goal of improving their quality of life.” 

The length of stay will vary. Based on AltaPointe’s experience with BayPointe Hospital in Mobile, and 

depending on diagnosis and symptoms, the average stay at EastPointe is expected to be from three to seven 

days, he said. 
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Those treated at EastPointe will leave with prescribed aftercare plans, which are considered essential to a 

successful recovery. 

“It is not our plan for EastPointe to provide extended care for patients whose symptoms are so severe that 

they cannot be cared for in the community,” Schlesinger said, adding that the state addresses care options 

in those situations. 

About six weeks ago, the state announced a plan to close Searcy Hospital in Mount Vernon, Greil Memorial 

Psychiatric Hospital in Montgomery, and North Alabama Regional Hospital in Decatur by Sept. 30, 

eliminating more than 900 jobs. 

Such closures have been a longtime goal of the state Department of Mental Health, so  patients could flow 

into community-based treatment programs, moving them closer to their homes, families and familiar 

surroundings. 

A few weeks later, the state said it was re-evaluating the plan and considering keeping some of the hospitals 

open, at least temporarily. 

Leaders with AltaPointe, which also operates 22 adult group homes, have said they are ready to serve many 

Searcy patients, as long as adequate funding is available. 

EastPointe is licensed to maintain 16 beds for geriatric patients, 20 beds for those with private insurance, 12 

public-use beds and 18 beds for probate court evaluations. 

The soon-to-be Eastpointe was built in the 1980s as a medical center for substance abuse patients. Later, it 

was purchased by the state and became a satellite for Searcy. 

AltaPointe contracted with the architectural firm Walcott, Adams, Verneuille for the renovations, Schlesinger 

said. 

During a tour, he pointed out common areas, meeting rooms, a large kitchen, private patient rooms and 

outdoor spaces enhanced by gazebos and landscaped patios. The color scheme features a palette of pale 

blues, browns and beiges. 

“We wanted it to feel as homelike as possible,” Schlesinger said. 

In the Mobile area, AltaPointe Health Systems provides mental health and substance abuse treatment for 

more than 13,000 patients annually. The vast majority -- about 90 percent -- suffer from mental illness or 

intellectual disability. 

AltaPointe was previously known as Mobile Mental Health Center, established by the Legislature in 1957. 
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