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Harvey Updyke Jr., the University of Alabama fan accused of poisoning the Toomer’s Oaks, has
returned to Louisiana under the supervision of his daughter after a judge granted his release Wednesday
under additional bond conditions.

During a hearing in Lee County Circuit Court on Wednesday, Judge Jacob A. Walker III granted
Updyke’s release following completion of a mental examination at Taylor Hardin Secure Medical
Facility in Tuscaloosa to determine his competency to stand trial.

Walker released Updyke on his existing bond with six additional conditions. Updyke may only be
released into the custody of his daughter Megan Updyke or his bondsman; he must reside with his
daughter and provide the address to the bondsman; he may only leave the residence under the
supervision of his daughter for medical, legal or religious appointments; he may not leave the residence
between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. CST unless it is for medical treatment; he may not drive a vehicle and must
abide by any additional bond conditions related to other pending charges.

Walker specifically noted Updyke must avoid going to the Lowe’s Home Improvement store in
Hammond, La., where he was arrested on Sept. 18 for allegedly threatening employees during a
dispute over the return of a lawnmower.

Lee County Sheriff’s Capt. Van Jackson said Updyke was released late Wednesday afternoon from the
Lee County Detention Center, where he had been held since his voluntary surrender for the mental
evaluation on Sept. 27. Updyke surrendered during a hearing on whether to revoke his existing bond on
the grounds he violated the conditions of his release, which included abstaining from further criminal
offenses.

On Wednesday, Walker also granted a request from the Lee County District Attorney’s Office to delay
a ruling on the revocation until after a Dec. 10 hearing.

The results of the evaluation and previous examinations are not part of the public case records.

Alabama Department of Mental Health spokesman Jeff Shackelford, citing department policy and
federal privacy laws, said he could not comment on when Updyke was at the facility for evaluation.
Lee County Sheriff Jay Jones said Updyke was sent to Taylor Hardin on Nov. 9 for evaluation but
could not confirm when he returned to Lee County.

In his order, Walker scheduled another hearing about Updyke’s competency on Dec. 10 at the request
of Lee County District Attorney Robbie Treese, who declined to comment about the case on Thursday.

Updyke is currently awaiting trial on multiple counts of criminal mischief, desecration of a venerated
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object and unlawful damage of a crop facility for allegedly poisoning the oaks in 2010 with a potent
herbicide. He pleaded not guilty and not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect to the charges.

Walker has yet to set a new trial date, which was most recently scheduled for October.
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