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By Ed Enoch

The Lee County sheriff and the state department of mental health say it’s not uncommon for detainees
awaiting court-ordered mental evaluations to end up on a waiting list for the state facility that handles the
procedures.

Currently, the Lee County Detention Center has two detainees awaiting transport to Taylor Hardin Secure
Medical Facility in Tuscaloosa for evaluation, according to Sheriff Jay Jones.

Harvey A. Updyke Jr., who faces multiple felony and misdemeanor charges for allegedly poisoning the
Toomer’s Oaks in 2010, has been waiting for a month to be transported to the facility for a mental evaluation
to determine whether he is competent to stand trial. Updyke pleaded not guilty and not guilty by reason of
mental disease or defect.

Lee County Judge Jacob A. Walker III ordered a mental evaluation of Updyke based on a request by defense
attorneys on Sept. 27. Updyke’s attorneys filed a motion on Oct. 11 asking that their client be temporarily
released for medical treatment. In the motion, the attorneys noted, the facility currently does not have a space
available for Updyke, who voluntarily surrendered for the evaluation. Walker has yet to rule on the motion.
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Like Updyke, Ahmed Sherif Elbagdadi of Auburn also awaits transport, Jones said. Elbagdadi’s attorney did
not return calls for comment on Friday, though court records show Walker ordered a mental evaluation at
Taylor Hardin on Aug. 7.

Elbagdadi is charged with making terrorist threats and discharging a firearm in the city limits. He was arrested
on May 1 after a 10-hour standoff with Auburn police at a home in the 1400 block of East University Drive.
Elbagdadi pleaded not guilty to the charges.

Alabama Department of Mental Health spokesman Jeff Shackelford said department policy prevented him
from discussing particular cases or how many were on the waiting list for evaluation at Taylor Hardin.
Shackelford said generally cases are added to the list based on when evaluations are ordered, and there is no
other prioritization of cases.

Detainees are moved to the 115-bed maximum security facility as space become available. Shackelford said
the length of evaluations depend on the needs of the patient. Some could last a few weeks, others years.

“Everybody is different; it is difficult to say until we get started,” Shackelford said.

Shackelford said Taylor Hardin is the only facility in the state that handles forensic mental evaluations for
detainees like Updyke.
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