
 
Construction to  
resume on new  
Bryce Hospital 
 

 TUSCALOOSA — Gov. Robert Bentley said  
Friday he would order construction to  
resume on a new Bryce Hospital. 
 
Bentley also said he is revising plans to  
close other mental health facilities. 
 
The announcement followed weeks of  
concern over an earlier proposal  
announced by the agency to save money. 
 
Bentley said work will resume on the new,  
268-bed Bryce after a temporary  
stoppage a month ago amid a review. 
 
Taylor Hardin Secure Medical Facility, which  
houses criminal defendants in Tuscaloosa,  
and North Alabama Regional Hospital in  
Decatur will remain open, contrary to an  
earlier plan. 
 
But Greil Memorial Hospital in Montgomery  
and Searcy Hospital in Mount Vernon still  
will close, as in the original blueprint. 
 
The earlier plan included eventually moving  
all court-ordered forensic patients into the  
new Bryce Hospital and treating mentally ill  
patients currently in the three hospitals that  
were to be closed in community settings. 
 
But Bentley suspended the plan for re- 
evaluation amid concern over the idea of  

 placing potential criminal defendants from  
Taylor Hardin in the same facility as other  
mental patients. 
 
“A month ago, I ordered construction of the  
new Bryce Hospital to stop while we  
carefully evaluated the needs of patients  
served by the Department of Mental Health  
and our long-term plans for patient care in  
Alabama,” Bentley said in a statement. 
 
“We have also spoken with and listened to  
the concerns of several stakeholders,  
including family members, community  
mental health centers, probate judges,  
sheriffs and local and state officials,”  
Bentley said. 
 
Bentley said there was no new deadline for  
closing Searcy or Greil hospitals. 
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AdChoices

NEVER Charge Your iPad Again! 
OTCBB: DOMK launches amazing new solar charger 
case & more! 
www.SolaWerks.com 

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.75% (3.1% APR)
If you owe under $729k, you probably qualify for the 
Govt Refi Program. 
www.MortgageRatesExperts.com 

Brown Mackie College 
Get Info on College Programs at Brown Mackie College.
visit.brownmackie.edu 
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