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(MT. VERNON, Ala.)   LOCAL 15 news has learned Searcy Hospital in
Mount Vernon is closing. The Alabama Department of Mental Health says it
plans to close Searcy, and four other mental treatment hospitals and
facilities in the state by September.

The department says the closings are in an effort to follow national trends o
treating patients at community based facilities.

Alabama Mental Health Commissioner Zelia Baugh says patients who were
placed in mental facilities because of forensic crimes will not be released
into the community.

All 230 patients are planned to be housed in a new facility in Tuscaloosa.
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