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Gov. Robert Bentley has appointed Laura Brown Phillips to the Alabama Department 

of Mental Health advisory board of trustees.

Phillips represents the Third Congressional District and will serve the remainder of 

the term of Paul Davis, who died last month, Bentley said.

Her term ends in April 2013.

Phillips, a native of Anniston, has been a district court judge in Calhoun and 

Cleburne counties since 2004. She worked in the circuit’s district attorney’s office 

and was supervisor of the Family Violence Trial Division, an assistant district 

attorney, a felony intake officer/victim’s service officer and a clerk. 

She is a graduate of Jacksonville State University and has a law degree from 

Birmingham School of Law.

ALDOT SETS AUCTION

The Alabama Department of Transportation on Friday in Montgomery will auction 

trucks, SUVs, vans, tractors and construction equipment. Bidders can even follow the 

auction and bid online, ALDOT said. 

The auction will begin at 9 a.m. at 537 Traffic Operations Drive, near ALDOT 

headquarters. In all, 320 vehicles will be auctioned by J.M. Wood Auction Co., the 

DOT said. Potential bidders can look at the inventory from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday 

and can preview items and register to bid at www.jmwood.com. 

Online bidding will start Friday morning. 

The last auction produced more than $10 million for the department’s fleet renewal.

FIREARMS BILLS

House and Senate members have pre-filed legislation to prohibit employers and 

property owners from setting policies that keep citizens from lawful transporting and 

storing of firearms and ammunition in their vehicle.

Rep. Craig Ford, D-Gadsden, and Sen. Roger Bedford, D-Russellville, pre-filed bills 

that would prohibit policies that would stop lawful transporting or storage of 

firearms and ammunition. 

“We have been working across party lines to build support for this legislation, and I 

hope that Billy Canary and the Business Council will recognize the importance of gun 

ownership,” Ford said in a statement. 

Their statement said that similar bills in other states have pitted business interests 

against gun owners’ groups like the National Rifle Association.
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Gov. Robert Bentley said Alabama is among the top five states in doing business for 

the third consecutive year.

Bentley cited the fall 2012 edition of Area Development Magazine that explained 

Alabama’s overall business environment was a positive one. 

It rated the cost of doing business, corporate tax environment, incentive programs 

and cooperative state government, according to consultants. Alabama’s certified sites 

and competitive utility rates placed Alabama in the top five, Bentley said. 

“As I speak with companies all across the country and all across the world, they tell 

me they like Alabama because we offer so much,” he said. “We have an environment 

that really makes companies want to locate and expand here. Job creation remains 

my No. 1 priority, and we stand ready to welcome additional business here in 

Alabama.”

The report ranked Alabama first for competitive labor costs and near the top for 

workforce development programs, Bentley said.

DEADLINE EXTENDED

Secretary of State Beth Chapman said the deadline for her to accept ballots from 

military and overseas voters has been extended until Nov. 16. 

Chapman said military and overseas voters in certain counties including Blount, 

Calhoun and St. Clair will have more time to submit ballots.

Because not all ballots requested on or before Sept. 22 were sent to voters on time, 

the deadline for the Nov. 6 general election will be extended 10 days. The ballots will 

be counted if they are postmarked or submitted to a carrier on or before Nov. 5.
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