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The old adage is that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

CED Mental Health Center will sponsor a Students Against Destructive Decisions 

Community Night March from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at Etowah High School, 

followed by a SADD Conference for high school students and teachers March 7 at 

Gadsden Convention Hall.

Dana Williams, who works with prevention services at CED Mental Health, said this 

is the second SADD conference the center has had in Gadsden. 

The conference will host 300 to 400 high school students from across Etowah County 

during the day-long event. Williams said students from Guntersville High School in 

Marshall County and Piedmont High School in Calhoun County also will participate.

Williams said the conference will include sessions on bullying, suicide prevention, 

illicit drugs, texting while driving and other topics. She said the National Guard also 

will be on-site with a pedal car and drunken-driving demonstration goggles.

“The big thing is getting kids to know destructive decisions and how to handle them 

when they come in front of them,” Williams said.

Alabama Associate Commissioner of Mental Health Tammy Peacock will speak, 

along with Etowah County District Attorney Jimmie Harp. Comedian Craig 

Tornquist is scheduled to perform.

The community has helped pay for students to attend the conference, Williams said. 

CED is planning similar conferences for students in Cherokee and DeKalb counties.

The SADD Community Night, to be in the Etowah High School gymnasium, will be a 

preview of the conference for children, parents and other adults.

The Media Guy will show a multimedia presentation on destructive decisions. Attalla 

Mayor Jane Phillips, Etowah County Circuit Judge Billy Ogletree and Harp will speak 

at the community event.
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