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Preliminary plan to keep regional hospital open  
By Deangelo McDaniel  

North Alabama Regional Hospital in Decatur will likely remain open and play a more significant role in the 
state’s mental health system. 

“We have not finalized the plan yet, but at present that is my plan,” Gov. Robert Bentley said last week 
during a visit here. 

The governor said he and Alabama Mental Health Commissioner Zelia Baugh are reconsidering plans that 
included eliminating psychiatric beds at four state-operated hospitals. 

North Alabama Regional Hospital on U.S. 31, which has 74 beds and employs 146, was in the initial plan for 
closure. 

Bentley was guarded about specific details, but he said preliminary plans are to keep the hospital open for 
patients who come through criminal cases and insanity rulings. 

“I’m very sure the plan would add more jobs,” the governor said. 

Decatur Mayor Don Stanford said he attended meetings with state officials about the hospital’s future. 

“From what I understand, there will be some major upgrades that would actually create more jobs for the 
area,” Stanford said. 

Department of Corrections spokesman Brian Corbett and executive assistant to the commissioner of Mental 
Health Tammy Peacock have confirmed that DOC is interested in the hospital. 

The state is expected to release more details about its plan this month, Peacock said during a public hearing 
in Huntsville. 

“We will have a plan in place before we close any hospital,” she said. 

Peacock said ADMH is facing funding cuts that could be as much as $29 million in fiscal 2013, which begins 
Oct. 1. 

“We were told to be prepared for a 25 percent cut in funding,” she said. 

Funding for upgrades at the regional hospital would be money the state planned to use to construct a new 
institution in Tuscaloosa. 

Bentley has stopped construction and is allocating some of those funds for other purposes. 

 


