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TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (WIAT) -  
Because of significant budget cuts, the Alabama Department of 
Mental Health is drastically cutting the number patients who are 
institutionalized. By September 30th: all patients who were 
declared a danger to themselves or others by civil courts will 
receive treatment in community programs, according to David 
Jackson with the ADMH. 
 
About 500 patients will transition from hospitals statewide. Abou
half of them will be in the Tuscaloosa area.  
 Three hospitals will close completely and nearly one thousand 
Ala. Dept. of Mental Health Workers will be laid off, according to 
 
Patients who were institutionalized after criminal courts declared
them not guilty by reason of mental disease or defect will be 

shifted to Bryce in Tuscaloosa. 
 
The Medical Director at the Tuscaloosa County Jail is extremely upset about the plan. 
  
"The community needs to be concerned about this. I've got great concerns," said Dr. Phillip Bobo. "I don't see how anyone 
could have possibly thought through this step by step. The impact it's going to have on our community is going to be drastic." 
 
ADMH spokesperson David Jackson says the proper framework will be put in place to protect the patients and the public. 
 
Dr. Bobo isn’t convinced.  
 
"They closed Partlow. We've already had several of the patients who went to Partlow to the outpatient setting environment and
then end up, if they get violent where do you think they go? They come back to the jail," said Dr. Bobo. 
     
 
David Jackson says people who suffer from mental illness are far more likely to become victims of crime than to victimize 
others. The vast majority of people that receive mental health treatment are actually treated in the community, according to 
Jackson. 
"The whole goal when somebody enters the hospital from day one is to attempt to help them recover," said Jackson. 
 
 
The  Associate Director for the Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program thinks the transition was a tough call for the Dept. Of 
Mental Health, but given their options, he thinks it was the best choice. 
 
" I think the move to close a couple of hundred hospital beds is the right move when the alternative is terminating services to 
20,000 persons in the community," said James Tucker, Associate Director for the Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program. 
  
The Alabama Department of Mental Health has been moving toward community based treatment for some time. The

Page 1 of 2Budget cuts force hundreds of mental health patients back into communities - CBS 42 Bir...

2/16/2012http://www.cbs42.com/content/localnews/story/Budget-cuts-force-hundreds-of-mental-hea...



department has closed ten hospitals in the last fifteen years. Patients may be relocated to acute care centers at other 
hospitals, or to smaller crisis centers, group homes, or apartments. 
 
The Mary Starke Harper facility in Tuscaloosa will also remain open to treat geriatric patients, according to the ADMH.
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