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Gov. Robert Bentley, Alabama Department of Mental Health officials 
and other officials gather to unveil a new mental health plan at the new 
Bryce Hospital on the former site of the W.D. Partlow Developmental 
Center in Tuscaloosa, Ala. on April 6, 2012. (Chris Pow / al.com)
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All but two Alabama mental hospitals to remain open 
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By 

Hannah Wolfson -- The Birmingham News 
 

TUSCALOOSA, Alabama -- Two of the 

Alabama 's mental hospitals will close 

rather than four under a new plan 

announced Friday by Gov. Robert Bentley.  

 

In addition, construction will restart 

immediately on a new psychiatric hospital 

to replace Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa -- 

a project that was put on hold while 

officials and others debated the future of 

the state's mental health system. 

 

"We will have a very modern, up-to-date, 

state-run mental hospital that will be 

located where it should be -- in 

Tuscaloosa," Bentley said at a news 

conference in front of the metal framing of 

the new building. That hospital, expected 

to hold 268 patients and cost $73 million, 

is now scheduled to open in August of 

2013, said Zelia Baugh, commissioner of 

the Alabama Department of Mental Health. 

 

 

Greil Memorial Psychiatric Hospital in Montgomery and Searcy Hospital in Mount Vernon are still on the 

chopping block, but a Sept. 30 deadline has been lifted and there isn't a new one, Bentley said. North 

Alabama Regional Hospital in Decatur will remain open, as will the Taylor Hardin Secure Medical Facility, 
which was slated for a later closure.  

 

About 434 jobs will be lost under the new plan, compared to the 950 positions expected under the original 

plan announced in February. 
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Gov. Bentley said the state is still focused on shifting over from large mental institutions to community-

based care for the mentally ill, but will go at a slower pace. 
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