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By 

The Associated Press 
 

MONTGOMERY, Alabama — Greil Memorial Psychiatric Hospital in Montgomery will close its doors this 

summer as part of a nationwide move to get institutionalized patients into less-restrictive care, officials said.

The facility plans to stop taking new patients by Aug. 17 and focus on placing its 62 current patients 

elsewhere.

Alabama Department of Mental Health Commissioner Jim Reddoch told The Montgomery Advertiser he is 

working with three community health centers in the region to increase services ahead of the change. 

Patients who cannot be placed in community care will be taken to Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa, which will be 

expanded to 268 beds within a year.

Searcy Hospital in Mount Vernon is also scheduled to close.

"I think the long-range plan would have always been to close everything except Bryce Hospital," Reddoch 

said.

Greil employees said they were concerned about how their patients will adjust to the move.

"Some of the patients, this is their home. This is their family," said Dan Mengel, who works at the hospital. 

"Either they don't have any family on the outside, or their family just gave up on them. They'll leave for six 

months, maybe even a week or two, and they'll come back here."
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