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In this 2010 file photo, oil
can be seen making landfall
on a beach in Gulf Shores.

Coastal Alabama household surveys begin today to gauge long-term
effects of oil spill
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Residents along Alabama’s Gulf Coast will be asked to participate in household surveys

this week aimed at assessing “community needs and health after the Gulf of Mexico oil

spill,” according to the Alabama Department of Public Health.

Representatives from the state health department will conduct the door-to-door surveys

today through Friday.

Households will be selected at random to participate in the 15-minute survey, which is a

follow-up to past assessments.

Residents in Baldwin and Mobile counties were surveyed in 2010 and 2011 in the wake of the Deepwater Horizon

disaster.

"The surveys will be repeated Oct. 15-19 in the same areas and also expanded to the entire counties to assess the

current health in those communities and will be compared to the previous surveys in an effort to identify any changes

or new issues,” according to a health department news release.

Homeowners will also be asked about community preparedness for emergencies and access to health care.

“Following any type of disaster, public health and emergency management professionals must be prepared to respond

to and meet the needs of the people,” State Health Officer Dr. Donald Williamson said in the release. “We greatly

appreciate and value the cooperation and participation of the public.”

Assessment teams will be made up of 2 to 3 surveyors from the Alabama Department of Public Health and

representatives from the Mobile County Health Department, and Project Rebound staff, graduate students from the

University of South Alabama and the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Team members will have identification and will be able to provide a phone number for verification purposes. 

The data collected this week will be analyzed by the state health department in collaboration with the Centers for

Disease and Prevention and the Alabama Department of Mental Health.
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Follow Marc Anderson, Baldwin County community news reporter, on Twitter:
Follow @MarcD_Anderson
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