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on November 12, 2012 at 10:00 AM, updated November 12, 2012 at 10:29 AM 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama -- (https://blog.advance.net/mt-

static/html/al.com/birmingham) The disability claims continue to add up for 

America's newest veterans, with nearly half of all Iraq and Afghanistan troops filing for 

benefits. Based on those numbers, they are America's most medically and mentally 

troubled generation of soldiers.

Am erica's new est veterans claim  to be m
troubled generation of soldiers
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Lt. Gen. Richard P. Formica, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense 
Command/Army Forces Strategic Command and Joint Functional 
Component Command - Integrated Missile Defense, greets wounded 
soldiers as they arrived at Huntsville International Airport last week. 
Wounded Warriors from all over the country came for Heroes Week. 
(Eric Schultz/al.com)

Nathaniel Bass, a Vietnam vet, 

sees the frustrations these 

troops encounter. Day after 

day, he helps veterans in 

Alabama, Florida and 

Mississippi file disability 

claims with the Department of 

Veterans Affairs.

"The VA nor our country was 

prepared for anything of this 

magnitude, and it has put a 

strain on the VA system," said 

Bass, chairman of the Gulf 

Coast Veterans Advocacy 

Council. "Employees at the VA, 

they're burning out because 

they're overwhelmed, and then 

a domino effect goes into play. 

It's bad, it's really bad."

Nationally, 45 percent of the 1.6 million veterans from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars 

are now seeking compensation for injuries they claim are service-related, The 

Associated Press reported last April. That's more than double the estimated 21 percent 

who filed claims after the Gulf War in the early 1990s.

New veterans are claiming eight to nine ailments on average, and the most recent ones 

claim 11 to 14, according to the AP. Vietnam vets have fewer than four ailments, and it's 

just two for World War II and Korea vets.

In Alabama, about 20,000 

Iraq and Afghanistan troops 

are  treated at the four VA 

medical centers in 

Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, 

Montgomery and Tuskegee. 

That figure does not include 

Mobile-area troops, who are 

part of the Gulf Coast Veterans 

Health Care System and report 

to the Biloxi (Miss.) VA 

Medical Center.

Search   

Sign in

Huntsville•
M obile•
M ontgom ery•
Tuscaloosa•
Beaches•
All Alabam a•

Page 2 of 29America's newest veterans claim to be most troubled generation of soldiers | al.com

11/13/2012http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html



Data obtained from the Alabama hospitals paint a picture of the average vet at an 

Alabama VA: male, under 35, battling mental health problems, and almost as likely to 

have been deployed multiple times as he is one tour.

Several factors contribute to dramatically higher U.S. claims, including two long wars 

being fought simultaneously. Other reasons: advanced medical treatment keeps more 

troops alive, a down economy, more outreach by veterans' advocates, and greater 

awareness of mental health.

Fifty-three percent of the VA's diagnoses for new veterans are mental disorders. That 

makes mental health the second-most common problem behind musculoskeletal 

ailment.

Alabama VA hospitals have made 30,000 diagnoses of mental disorders, counting 

multiple issues for the same patient.

Many of the psychological wounds from Iraq and Afghanistan are more severe than past 

U.S. wars, said Dr. Bill Beidleman, assistant chief of mental health at the Birmingham 

VA.

"One of the consequences of people surviving is the treatment must be sophisticated," 

Beidleman said. "We expect to see about 20 to 30 percent of returning Iraqi and 

Afghanistan veterans will require some sort of mental health case."

That is, if these new veterans even show up in the system.

Backlogged claims

Within the VA, there's a health-care side that treats patients and there's a benefits side 

that addresses claims. They don't always speak the same language.

An Alabama veteran typically waits six to 12 months for an initial response from the 

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) in Montgomery over a claim, Bass said. 

Processing can take longer than that once more information is requested.

"Sometimes the information they are requesting has a tendency of discouraging a 

veteran from processing his claim further," Bass said. "A lot of them feel they're not 

being taken care of properly."

Across the country, there are 896,000 VA claims pending for veterans of all wars, 

according to the most recent VA workload report. Sixty-seven percent of those are 

considered backlogged claims, which the VA defines as more than 125 days.

The VA's Montgomery regional office has 15,000 claims pending, with 67 percent 

lasting more than 125 days.

The VA says the backlog is a decades-old problem and cites several factors:
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The VA nor our country w as
prepared for anything of 
this m agnitude, and it has 
put a strain on the VA 
system .

> Outdated systems. The VA is switching to electronic records but has millions of case 

files throughout the country. Paperless technology has reached 16 of the 56 regional 

offices and will be in all of them by the end of 2013.

> Volume of claims. A recent change in considering problems related to Agent Orange 

brought more claims from Vietnam vets. Handling those cases has cut into the VA staff 

workload. Disability claims for all vets soared from 888,000 in 2008 to 1.3 million in 

2011.

> Finishing older cases first. A mandate to complete older claims first pushed back the 

VA's processing time on new cases.

> Number of ailments per claim. The more problems a vet claims, the longer it takes the 

VA to get medical evaluations and proof that the ailments exist and are service-related.

"The VA has completed a record-breaking 1 million claims per year the last two fiscal 

years, and we are on target to complete another 1 million claims in 2012," the VA said in 

a statement. "Yet too many veterans have to wait too long to get the benefits they have 

earned and deserve. That's unacceptable, and VA is building a strong foundation for a 

paperless, digital disability claims system -- a lasting solution that will transform how 

we operate and eliminate the claims backlog."

Alabama had an estimated 400,000 total veterans -- not just those from Iraq and 

Afghanistan -- during fiscal year 2011. That's 8 percent of the state's population.

Nineteen percent of all Alabama veterans received disability benefits from the VBA. 

That was the sixth-highest rate in the country.

Disability pay for veterans ranges from $127 a month for a 10 percent disability to 

$2,769 for a full one, according to the AP. To be eligible, a veteran must have served 

under conditions other than dishonorable and the disability cannot be the result of 

misconduct by the veteran.

The compensation rate ranges from 

10 percent to 100 percent and 

increases by increments of 10 

percent, depending on the degree of 

disability and the number of 

dependents. Disabilities that are due 

to service but not disabling are rated 

0 percent. A veteran with that rating 

doesn't get compensated unless he 

or she suffers from two or more 

permanent service-connected 

disabilities rated at 0 percent that 

interfere with normal employability.
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"I know at least when I got here five years ago, the claims process was something that 

could take up to a year to get a claim decided, and they've lessened it," said Jeff Bloch, 

Birmingham VA program manager for the newest veterans. "But it's still a pretty long 

time."

Bass said the VA deserves credit for creating a new claims process -- but even that gets 

bogged down by bureaucracy.

"For some strange reason the health care side is not recognizing some of the forms and 

paperwork needed to help speed up the claims process," he said. "If we can get 

everybody to communicate, perhaps that will help everybody go a little faster."

Treating mental health

For Iraq and Afghanistan troops who need help, one of the greatest challenges is post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Almost 8,000 PTSD diagnoses have been made at 

Alabama's VA medical centers, making PTSD the No. 1 mental-health problem in the 

state.

Beidleman, the assistant chief 

of mental health at the 

Birmingham VA, finds that the 

most effective treatment of 

PTSD is combining medication 

with psychotherapy. During 

psychotherapy, veterans are 

exposed to the trauma they 

experienced but in a controlled 

setting and never alone, 

Beidleman said.

"We don't think we're curing 

PTSD as much as relieving the 

symptoms," he said. "People 

will remember their combat 

experiences. Those memories 

will always cause some 

discomfort."

Over the past 15 years, the mental health staff at the Birmingham VA has increased 

from about 30 to 160. Beidleman said there is enough staff for veterans to be treated 

immediately.
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The Birmingham VA is in the second year of a "Connect to Recovery" program, which 

gives away 100 cell phones to high-risk veterans who frequently visit emergency rooms 

or who struggle with treatment. The goal is to keep veterans and medical staff members 

in touch.

"If they miss an appointment, it's incumbent on the mental health provider to call them 

and see what's going on," Beidleman said. "We found we've been able to get in touch 

with our veterans, they decreased their ER usage and they're seeing their regular 

doctor."

Although there are almost 

33,000 unique Iraq and 

Afghanistan veterans enrolled 

at Alabama's VA medical 

centers, 36 percent don't 

currently receive VA health 

care. Many troops enroll and 

use it later.

Combat veterans have five 

years of free health care 

related to their service and five 

years to enroll after leaving the 

military. After five years, 

veterans can continue to be 

treated by filing for service-

related ailments.

One future problem: The cost 

of caring for veterans tends to 

rise many decades later, but 

America has no long-term 

funding set aside. Economists 

estimate the medical costs of 

the Afghanistan and Iraq wars 

at $600 billion to $900 billion.

Compounding the issue is the VA struggles to get an adequate count of the number of 

veterans who need help, said Bass, the Gulf Coast Veterans Advocacy Council chairman.

Some veterans don't want their job impacted by the stigma of getting help, Bass said. 

Some veterans simply don't trust the VA.
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"If you don't trust 'em, then it's hard to get them in there to get anything done, which 

they need because a lot of them have been affected by the situations they were in over 

there," Bass said. "If you have an issue, come on in. You're entitled to help."

E-mail: jsolomon@al.com.  
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VA Home Loan Center
Use VA Benefits for VA Home Loans. $0 Down, Borrow up to $729,000!
www.VAMortgageCenter.com

Public Insurance Adjuster
Public Adjusters Bureau, Inc., Claim Advocates for Insureds Claims.
www.publicadjustersbureau.com

Diminished Value Experts
Auto Diminished Value Claims After a Car Collision
CollisionClaims.com/DiminishedValu

VA Home Loan Mortgage
$0 Down VA Loans, 100% Financed Home, 620 Credit Score Required
VAHomeLoanGuarantee.com
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Pause Live Updates »

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

NO MORE "NATION BUILDING"! If we have to engage in "punitive 
expeditions" to teach our enemies a lesson, then so be it - I am all for 
it! But don't stick around for over a decade trying to bring stone-age 
and medieval/feudal societies into modernity. That's just ridiculous. Our 
soldiers have been over-used and abused by both Republicans and 
Democrats. We won WWII in five years, but can't finish these guys in 10 
years and are sending soldiers on 4 and 5 tours each. I can't think of 
anything more demoralizing than to be a soldier in a war zone with no 
goals other than the status quo, whatever that is.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/samclemmons/index.html)ja

kedog likes this.

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352756893-877-641.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

footballexpt 
(http://connect.al.com/user/footballexpt/index.html)

I recommend the book Matterhon to any person who wants a better 
understanding of what happens in a politicians war. The stupidity of the 
Viet Nam war is revealed in the book. Our country (the politicians) has 
learned nothing from that fiasco. Bush, Cheney, etc. should be 
prosecuted for starting the Iraq war based on false pretenses. 
Thousands of innocent people have died and the cost to our country will 
be in the trillions. For what?

 (http://connect.al.com/user/samclemmons/index.html)ja

kedog, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/RocketManAL/index.html)Ro

cketManAL, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Byebyecongress/index.html)

Byebyecongress and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/mimoman/index.html)mimo

man like this.

18 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352751681-499-453.html)

(http://al.com/) 
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· Reply

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

I don't think Bush and Cheney did that on knowingly false 
pretenses, it appears they were simply mistaken - as were Bill 
and Hillary Clinton and gobs of Democrats in Congress. It 
happens even in big decisions. The problem in my estimation 
is this ridiculous "nation building". Why? Soldiers are for 
fighting and subduing an enemy. Either use them that way or 
don't use them at all. There is nothing wrong with a good, old
-fashioned punitive expedition against our enemies when they 
deserve it, but after that LEAVE!

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352757040-99-682.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

RocketManAL 
(http://connect.al.com/user/RocketManAL/index.html)

"don't think Bush and Cheney did that on knowingly 
false pretenses, it appears they were simply 
mistaken "  
  
You can't be serious! 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appl

eby/index.html)susan appleby and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/mimoman/i

ndex.html)mimoman like this.

15 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352762205-660-744.html)

(http://al.com/) 

kindly (http://connect.al.com/user/kindly/index.html)

I would guess that most of today's "new veterans" were troubled before 
they entered the service and it was compounded even more in military 
life. Of course that doesn't lessen the need for help. We do need to 
remember, the great majority of military personnel discharged from 
military service, war zone or not, return to a normal civilian life.

(http://al.com/) 
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18 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352750834-27-829.html)

· Reply

bpin (http://connect.al.com/user/bpin/index.html)

Any type of agency run by the Federal Government will be inefficient, 
slow, and lousy as far as follow-up. Yes, our servicemen deserve much 
better. They will not get it. Our expectations of government is extremely 
low vs the amount of taxes we pay and they cater to our low 
expectations every day.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)rwdr

agon86 and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)Tidefan8 

like this.

18 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352749641-852-34.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Byebyecongress 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Byebyecongress/index.html)

You're so out of touch with everything its hilarious - do you 
know that Neocons recently killed a veterans bill to help 
retrain them and assist them in integrating them back into 
society again? Put the blame where the blame is due - Fiscal 
moron neocons.

17 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352755482-792-215.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Byebyecongress 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Byebyecongress/index.html)

Obama has done MORE for veterans than any 
president in our history. This is fact, not opinion.

View more items

View more items
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 (http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appl

eby/index.html)susan appleby and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/mimoman/i

ndex.html)mimoman like this.

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352757811-648-250.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Byebyecongress 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Byebyecongress/index.html)

And this was his first two years. There's no telling 
what he could have accomplished if it wasn't for our 
"Do Nothing" House.

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352757949-785-490.html)

(http://al.com/) 

yakinabe 
(http://connect.al.com/user/yakinabe/index.html)

> Any type of agency run by the Federal Government will be 
inefficient, slow, and lousy as far as follow-up.   
  
Do you think we should dismantle the military and just pay 
Blackwater to handle national security? 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/mimoman/index.ht

ml)mimoman likes this.

13 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352770775-547-705.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

dral229 (http://connect.al.com/user/dral229/index.html)

...servicemembers returning from WWII and Korea didn't want a 
disability fearing it would keep them from being able to find a good job 
and work to support themselves and their families...the latest 
generations see it as a free ride ticket and scramble to get a disability 
rating for extra points on government employment and a free oaycheck 
coming in every month...part of the "I'm entitled" generations...why 
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work for it if you can get it for free...and before you jump, I gave the 
military over 24 years and I'm just stating what I know and see to be 
fact...some really deserve the benefits, others are just milking the 
system...

18 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352749426-497-382.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

bpin (http://connect.al.com/user/bpin/index.html)

Unfortunately, I agree with you. There are those that truly 
need the help, but there are those that take advantage of an 
"opportunity" and that hurts all that truly need help.

18 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352749847-948-701.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

susan appleby 
(http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appleby/index.html)

You are claiming these people don't need help? Since when 
were you a doctor? I don't understand what you gain by 
claiming that people who have tried to get help for their 
problems are simply looking for a handout.  
Maybe people now are more willing to admit they have 
problems and need help. 

4 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-13/1352800983-848-487.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

baseballbill 
(http://connect.al.com/user/baseballbill/index.html)

I must be missing something. I served in combat with an infantry unit 
for 9 months during the Korean War. We were constantly aware of 
sudden death by mortar rounds, snipers, land mines, assaults by large 
number of enemy troops, accidental straffing by our own fighter planes. 
The intensity of the Korean War far exceeded any current wars. On 
average 900 Americans were killed in just combat each month of the 
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war. I would guess no one I served with had PTSD when they returned 
home. However, most of us were single and in our early 20's and 
perhaps this made the difference between us and today's volunteer 
soldiers. I wish them the best of luck and care.  

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352746812-647-614.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

I had several relatives who served in WWII and had major 
psychological issues later on but never sought treatment. I 
think it was a time when men were too proud to get help. 

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352746957-767-171.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

This very well could be true. It was a different mind 
set. I too had reletives that has issues and one 
committed suicide, but it was so many years after 
the war that all you can do is speculate.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352747746-213-987.html)

(http://al.com/) 

rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

To anyone who has the misfortune of dealing with the VA I offer this 
advice. Take a notebook with you on every visit and write down every 
person's name whom you speak with along with date and time. Later 
when they claim that they never talked to you there will be a paper trail. 
Also don't be afraid to stand your ground if they try to bully you and tell 
you that there was an error and you have to come back another day 
( and miss another day of work). Unfortunately you have to raise a stink 
to get anywhere. In hindsight I wish I had stood my ground and not 
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taken their blank faced "no" for an answer. Also don't be afraid to 
contact your congressional representative or senator if you feel you are 
getting nowhere. After weeks of not getting an appointment it was the 
only way I could get a returned phone call. It's terribly sad but the VA is 
a disaster.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Byebyecongress/index.html)

Byebyecongress and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/Bhamwatch13/index.html)Bh

amwatch13 like this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352746542-390-40.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Also, use your smartphone and actually record some 
conversations.

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352757225-0-903.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

susan appleby 
(http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appleby/index.html)

We need ideas of how to improve this system. We also need 
to make it clear to the public what is happening with soldiers 
at the VA. There is not enough news about it.  
  
Maybe Al.com could do a story following some veterans as 
they try to get services over a period of time. It could be a 
very beneficial piece.

4 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-13/1352801145-31-218.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Martin (http://connect.al.com/user/sfinktr/index.html)
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Stop getting into unnecessary wars. The problem is not just the 
politicians. Voters have to stop falling for the argument that the other 
guy is "weak" -- that is frequently a ploy to get votes that drives up 
paranoia and makes people think we need to go to war.  

 (http://connect.al.com/user/footballexpt/index.html)footb

allexpt and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/libertarian4/index.html)libert

arian4 like this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352746142-674-933.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

libertarian4 
(http://connect.al.com/user/libertarian4/index.html)

If my basic mission involved leaving the base, draw fire from the 
enemy, shooting back at nothing you can really see, see some men 
killed, then return to base to do it all over the next day, yes I'd bet my 
psychological well being would be quite questionable.   
  
I would not for one second question the veracity of these mens claims 
after what they've been put through by the political elite.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appleby/index.html)s

usan appleby, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/homeontherange/index.html

)keeponsmilin, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)cato

younger, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)rwdr

agon86, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/RIALgal/index.html)RIALgal a

nd 1 more like this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352745871-858-198.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

libertarian4 
(http://connect.al.com/user/libertarian4/index.html)
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I would also make it a budget priority to provide every dollar 
necessary to provide for the veterans as long as they need it.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.

html)catoyounger, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/RIALgal/index.html

)RIALgal and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/pc115th/index.htm

l)alabam-uh? like this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352745996-995-683.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

I agree with the assertion that the terrible response time and treatment 
of the VA makes vets give up on claims. I had proof of treatment in a 
combat zone and the VA continued to sand bag me. They eventually just 
wore me down. They were the rudest most unhelpful people I have ever 
dealt with. I ended up taking care of the treatment I needed on my 
own. I hope that I never need the assistance of the VA again after the 
way they treated me. I've never been treated so callously in my life. I 
pity those who have to rely on the VA.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appleby/index.html)s

usan appleby likes this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352745836-110-482.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

alabam-uh? (http://connect.al.com/user/pc115th/index.html)

Anyone who has dealt with the VA can recognize how frustrating it can 
be for these soldiers to get the care that they deserve.   
  
We should throw the house at our vets. No matter what their reasons 
for joining the force, they have willingly accepted to sacrifice their very 
lives to protect us.  
  
As far as I'm concerned, they've earned 100x what we give them.   
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If we're gonna look for cuts in the military, it should be to private 
weapons contractors, shipbuilders etc.. who can afford the cuts. 

20 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352745078-640-742.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Believe it or not, I also think the military can be trimmed. 
Unfortunately, our current yearly deficits are around twice the 
entire defense departments budget. We have to rein in 
spending all over the place, especially if we're going to find 
the money to do right by our veterans.

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352757752-60-851.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

blackbox (http://connect.al.com/user/blackbox19/index.html)

Long ago the men of the day had a lot of Pride and refused help. The 
issues later manifested into a lot worse things, example ( abusive, 
drinking, metal health, job performances and on and on).  
We have a better system in place to TELL the soldiers coming home that 
help is there for them. JUST ASK. I have been to the VA offices and the 
clinics on and off since the 2000's, they have brochures they keep on 
the desk and around the waiting areas for any and all issues. You send 
men and women into combat you better have a support force in place. 
And that support has to be money and money and more money. What 
you spend waging war should be the same as what you spend getting 
the warriors back to normal. Jobs and training. Health care, disability 
payments, housing, and education

 (http://connect.al.com/user/RIALgal/index.html)RIALgal a

nd 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/pc115th/index.html)alabam-u

h? like this.

21 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352741579-8-908.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 
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rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

The VA is good at giving you brochures, but pack a lunch if 
you ever want to speak to a human being on the phone. They 
don't know what the hell is going on and frankly I think half 
of their staff don't care.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352745906-273-655.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

I know some people that work for the VA. In any 
bureaucracy you will have people that are there for 
the paycheck, but for the most part I believe that 
they care very much. Just looking at the figures, I 
would first assume that they are overwhelmed 
rather than that they do not care. 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/RIALgal/in

dex.html)RIALgal likes this.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352746747-457-168.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Last Rebel 
(http://connect.al.com/user/crimsonstaff2/index.html)

Soldiers are not policemen. We learned this in Vietnam. Trying to make 
soldiers policemen is not a good idea for anyone involved. The only way 
they can be effective is through Martial Law. Martial Law alienates 
people. So we try to police without absolute Martial Law. The weight of 
this dichotomy falls on the soldier attempting to do the impossible.   
  
Get out now and make a pledge to NEVER occupy another country as 
long as we live. Bomb them into the stone age if necessary and leave 
them to pick up the pieces. If they piece it back together and still cant 
act right, bomb them back to pre-Cro-magnon.   
  
Quit sacrificing our young men in causes that have nothing to do with 
them, their families, or really even the interests of anybody other than a 
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few Capitalists who want to control all the worlds resources.  
  
Enough is enough.

 (http://connect.al.com/user/homeontherange/index.html

)keeponsmilin, 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/robt88/index.html)robt88 and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/blackbox19/index.html)black

box like this.

21 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352739836-679-789.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

rmeg12 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rmeg12/index.html)

For once, Last Rebel, I actually agree with you. 

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352747389-789-590.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Holy crap Rebel, you and I agree on something! Sorry if that 
freaks you out. But yes, no more occupations. I would add 
punitive expeditions to the bombings, but the point is this - 
no more occupations or nation building! You can punish your 
enemies and make your point with decades of "nation 
building". 

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352757885-14-689.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Meant "without" decades of nation building.

View more items
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16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352757962-527-278.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Blacksheep (http://connect.al.com/user/lawrencek/index.html)

"Nationally, 45 percent of the 1.6 million veterans from the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars are now seeking compensation for injuries they claim 
are service-related, The Associated Press reported last April. That's 
more than double the estimated 21 percent who filed claims after the 
Gulf War in the early 1990s." Something tells me this has far more to do 
with the welfare attitude taking this country by storm, than it does 
actualy cases of injury. Many who enter the service, do so because of a 
desire to serve their country, some do it out of family tradition, but a 
huge percentage of our military, are individuals with no eduction, and 
who's skills are limited to what they learned while in the military. The 
fact that these folks are coming back home and want the government to 
continue to provide for them is no surprise to me. I have the highest 
respect for those of you who have served, or are serving our country, 
but the military is just another avenue of handouts for many. Sad..

 (http://connect.al.com/user/blackbox19/index.html)black

box likes this.

21 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352738514-84-966.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

That is a part of it. As a veteran I want the people that need 
help to get it, but in any system there is going to be a 
percentage that abuse the services. The problem is decidind 
who is malingering, and whom actually needs the help. There 
are no easy answers, but I am concerned with the over the 
top percentages.

20 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352744216-354-131.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 
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rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

The problem with the VA is that they are conditioned 
to initially say NO to as many as they can to try and 
turn people away to supposedly ease their workload. 
This is part of what causes the backlog. 

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352747579-127-240.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

I can't argue that point as it is your opinon and 
could very well be true. The thing that concerns me 
more that that is if they do it to try to see whom has 
legit complaints. In other words if it is malingering 
they will get tired of being refused and quit coming. 
If this is the case they need a much better system of 
weeding the fakers out so that they do not put 
undue stress on someone with a real service related 
problem. I know a big problem during Viet Nam was 
people trying to say that it caused drug abuse, when 
most of the people that made that claim went into 
the war taking drugs already. Like I have said before 
I want all vets that have a real claim to get the help 
they deserve, but as to the problem, I will not be so 
bold as to say that I have an answer.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352748402-227-153.html)

(http://al.com/) 

rwdragon86 
(http://connect.al.com/user/rwdragon86/index.html)

You forget that many of the 1.6 have multiple deployments. I 
personally know of many who have 3 plus combat 
deployments. Try wearing body armor with ammo, water and 
a ruck for 270 days at a time every day and that alone will 
wear your body down.

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Search   

Sign in

Huntsville•
M obile•
M ontgom ery•
Tuscaloosa•
Beaches•
All Alabam a•

Page 22 of 29America's newest veterans claim to be most troubled generation of soldiers | al.com

11/13/2012http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html



19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352746012-716-538.html)

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

I know what you mean. When I served our food 
came in a can and not a pouch, and the armor was 
heavier. I am not discounting what you say, just 
saying that I understand where you are coming 
from.

19 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352746360-692-198.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Hagar The Horrible 2013 
(http://connect.al.com/user/2x2x2x2x48128/index.html)

The majority of this is on Bush and his cronies.......if not all of it!  
Bush should be in prison as far as I'm concerned!!!!!

 (http://connect.al.com/user/susan_appleby/index.html)s

usan appleby and 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/pc115th/index.html)alabam-u

h? like this.

22 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352736586-341-855.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

Blacksheep 
(http://connect.al.com/user/lawrencek/index.html)

Last Rebel - Didn't have time to view your video, but I will 
assume it was pointless. Hagar, I agree with your opinion, 
just wanted to point out that what's good for the goose is 
good for the gander....

21 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352741688-547-506.html)

(http://al.com/) 
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· Reply

Blacksheep 
(http://connect.al.com/user/lawrencek/index.html)

You're welcome 

 (http://connect.al.com/user/2x2x2x2x4

8128/index.html)Hagar The Horrible 2013 likes 

this.

20 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352742929-638-306.html)

(http://al.com/) 

alabam-uh? 
(http://connect.al.com/user/pc115th/index.html)

The CRA did not create the housing bubble. Hagar, I 
can't believe we can agree on something haha

20 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352744823-402-793.html)

(http://al.com/) 

Tidefan8 
(http://connect.al.com/user/Tidefan8/index.html)

Clinton had his little parties also. Remember Somalia, or 
maybe the book/movie Blackhawk down?

 (http://connect.al.com/user/2x2x2x2x48128/in

dex.html)Hagar The Horrible 2013 likes this.

20 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/post/2012

-11-12/1352744319-599-197.html)

· Reply

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Yep, and Clinton bombed the Serbs back to the 
Stone Age after they tried to take back their land 

View more items
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Sponsored By: 

 

(http://ads.al.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/blog.al.com/spotnews/article/L28/61302687/SecSponsor/ALABA

lost when the Nazis and Muslims "cleansed them" 
from Kosovo during WWII. Hundreds of thousands of 
Serbs were murdered during that period in a smaller
-scale Holocaust. And thousands more died during 
Clinton's bombing campaign. 

16 Hours Ago 

(http://blog.al.com/spotnews/2012/11/americas_newest_veterans_claim.html/p

-11-12/1352757425-218-653.html)

(http://al.com/) 

catoyounger 
(http://connect.al.com/user/catoyounger/index.html)

Yep, and check out Afghanistan. Over twice as many 
troops have died there during Obama's one term 
and did during Bush's two terms. Just bring the boys 
home. All we had to do was kick out the Taliban and 
punish them for sheltering Bin Laden and then 
LEAVE! They would have gotten the message even if 
they came back to power there. We would have left 
them shell-shocked. Instead, they are now 
emboldened after over a decade of guerilla warfare. 
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