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Ginger McCord Barbee, left,
and Sherri Coleman Friday
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BIRMINGHAM, Alabama - A Trussville woman, who became a

lawyer after fighting for changes within a school system on

behalf of her special needs daughter, is challenging the

incumbent in the race for Jefferson County Probate

Court Place 2 (http://blog.al.com/birmingham-

news-stories/2012/08

/jefferson_county_probate_court.html) on the Nov. 6

ballot.

Ginger McCord Barbee (http://www.gingerbarbee.com/), a Republican, is

challenging incumbent Sherri Coleman Friday (http://judgesherrifriday.com

/index.html)in the Probate Court Place 2 race. That probate court position now

primarily deals with adoptions and involuntary adult mental health commitments.

Both Friday and Barbee were unopposed in their parties' primary elections in March.

Barbee retired in 2010 after 34 years as a special education and civics teacher in

Jefferson County schools. She graduated from the Birmingham School of Law and has

been practicing 15 years.

Barbee earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Alabama in 1971 and

a master degree in 10 Special Education (emotionally disturbed individuals) from the

University of Northern Colorado in 1975.

Barbee said she led a fight to get an extended school year, improved conditions on

buses and physical therapists for special needs students at Jefferson County schools. As

a result of that, she said she realized many parents had questions or concerns so she

went back to school to get her law degree.

As a lawyer, Barbee said, she has defended substance abusers, the mentally ill and

indigents. She said she tries to find the least restrictive environments for her clients and

would do the same as probate judge.

Barbee is on the board of directors of Eastside Mental Health Center and a member of
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the board of directors for HUD Projects that oversees six mental health facilities for the

Jefferson, Blount, and St. Clair Mental Health Authority. She also co-authored an

Alabama Center for Law and Civic Education publication called "Alabama's Laws for

Youth."

"I'm experienced and seasoned," Barbee said.

Barbee said one of her goals would be to remove the backlog of work at the probate

court. One idea she said she would like to explore is bringing law students in to be

interns in the probate office to help catch up on the work load.

Friday says she loves her job and wants to continue serving people.

Friday was elected in 2006. Before that she had been in private since 1989 after

graduating from Cumberland School of Law. She got a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1985

from the University of Alabama.

In 2010 Friday was named Judge of the Year by the National Alliance for the Mentally

Ill of Alabama. In 2009 she chaired the Education Committee for the Alabama Probate

Judges Association. She has also serves on the APJA Mental Health and Adoption

Committees and the AOC statewide Juvenile Probate Adoption Task Force.

Friday said one of her concerns right now is dealing with the reduction in bed space for

the mentally ill at the state's hospital, where many of those who are involuntarily

committed are sent. The new hospital in Tuscaloosa has fewer beds, she said.

As the number of involuntary commitments rise there's going to be a greater need for

having people housed and treated in the communities, Friday said.

Friday said that she is committed to ramping up a program for faster adoptions by

foster families once parental rights have been terminated so children can more quickly

get into a permanent home. "It helps the Department of Human Resources and it helps

the child," she said.
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Barbee's big idea is to bring in interns to help? Err, interns have been
working in Jefferson County's probate court for a pretty long time.
Guess Barbee must not get to the courthouse much.
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